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‘There is no separation between time for learning and time for formation, between acquiring notions and 

growing in wisdom.’ (The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium). 

1st September 2019 

Dear Clergy, Parishioners and Colleagues,                                                                                  

We would like to begin by quoting Bishop Marcus Stock, who is the Chair of the Catholic Education 

Service for England and Wales. He writes these words in his letter of support for Education Sunday: 

‘The Catholic Church in England and Wales has celebrated Education Sunday for many years. Falling at 

the start of the academic year, Education Sunday is a time when we can reflect upon the year past, as 

well as look forwards with anticipation to the year ahead. This year Education Sunday falls on the 8th 

September.  

The theme of this year’s Education Sunday is ‘Form and Flourish’. The formation and education of a 

young person into adulthood enables them to reach their potential, to live a fulfilling life and ultimately 

flourish.  

In John’s Gospel Jesus says, “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full”. Catholic 

schools place the Lord Jesus Christ at the centre of their educational enterprise; his life and teaching 

provides them with the model and pattern for life in all its fullness. Catholic education aims to inspire a 

lifelong love of learning and form pupils who will know the good, love the beautiful, and seek the truth. 

Catholic schools are distinctive, and this is a cause for celebration.  

Similarly, the Church teaches that we reach our full potential when we respond to the Lord’s call and 

the vocation he has for each one of us. The Lord is the potter and we are the clay. When we are open to 

our lives being formed by his grace, we flourish as a people of joy, peace and love. I hope that 

Education Sunday will be an opportunity for thanksgiving and celebration for you. It is a time to be 

grateful for the hard work of all those past and present who work tirelessly to make Catholic schools 

places of transformation and hope. So too is it a moment to see afresh the workings of grace that 

make the Church’s mission in education fruitful.’ 

Education Sunday is one of the oldest Days of Special Prayer in this country’s liturgical calendar. 

Established by the Bishops in 1848, originally on the feast of the Sacred Heart in June, and now 

celebrated at the beginning of the academic year. Although long associated with the annual collection 

for the work of the Catholic Education Service, its main purpose is to celebrate the work of Catholic 

education and to enable it to continue to flourish with the support of the whole Catholic community.  

Catholic education is a precious legacy from our forebears, and a testament to their courage and 

foresight. In the mid-nineteenth century the Catholic Church in this country was a mainly poor and 

immigrant community, emerging from centuries of persecution. Education was rightly seen as the 

principal means of handing on the faith and improving the spiritual, moral, social and cultural lives of 

the next generation. The Bishops made the education of the poor their top priority and, making huge 

sacrifices, Catholics set about raising funds and fighting for the right to re-establish a national network 

of schools and universities which we enjoy today.  
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Catholic education is a tremendous achievement to be celebrated. The Catholic Church is this country’s 

largest provider of secondary schools and second-largest provider of primary schools. Catholic 

education is by far the largest charitable endeavour of the Church in this country: we give thanks for 

the many thousands of teachers, lecturers, academics, support staff, leaders, governors, advisers and 

others who have found their vocation in Catholic education, and without whom this endeavour would be 

impossible. Catholic schools continue to be true to their mission: they are more diverse than any other 

type of school, they recruit disproportionately more children from the poorest areas of the country 

which is true for us here in the Diocese of Plymouth. Catholic schools nationally consistently manage to 

be the highest performing schools in the country. Great progress has been made in aligning ourselves 

with this achievement.  

For Catholic education to continue to flourish, it needs to rely on the continued support of the whole 

Catholic community. As in previous generation, all Catholics need to be prepared to do their bit to 

support, promote and defend Catholic education. There are many ways to do this: whether by praying 

for vocations to Catholic education, responding to consultations or letting your elected representatives 

know your views, or encouraging a young person to teach in a Catholic school. In that way, we can all 

ensure together that our Catholic schools and universities will be there to form the next generation.  

Warm regards, 

 

Sarah Barreto (Diocesan Schools Commissioner)   

      Canon Mark O’Keeffe (Episcopal Vicar for Schools) 
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